TIRUPPER NAGAR (KOILADI)

This is another of the divyadesams in Tanjore District It is
five miles from Anbil. It can also be reached from Kumbakonam.
It is on the Thiruvaiyaru-Thinikkattupalli Kallan^i road. It is
also about 15 miles from Tiruchi. The place is more popularly
known as Koyiladi rather than Thirupper Nagar. The moolavar
here is known as Appa Kudathan as also Adi Ranganatha. He
is sfeen in a bhujanga sayanam pose. God is seen here with
His hand placed on the head of Markandeya as if He is blessing
him. At the same time, the arm is also holding an appa kudam
i.e. a vessel filled with appams, a sweet eatabte. He appeared
before Markandeya rishi and Uparisaravasu King. TheThayaris
known as Indira Devi and Kamalavalli. The theertham is known
as Indira theertham. The vimanam is known as Indira vimanam.

The sthala puranam is related in Brahmanda puranam by
Veda Vyasa to Jaimini Maharishi,

Perumal is here known as Adi Ranganatha as He is said
to have appeared and stayed in this place even before he went
to Srirangam.The place got the name as Tirupper nagar as
Goddess Mahalakshmi is believed to have stayed here for a long
time. Thiru is a holy prefix which is usually used to refer to
the Perumal or the Goddess. It is said that once there was a
kalaham (i.e. misunderstanding) created by sage Narada as to
who among the two Thayars viz. Mahalakshmi and Bhoodevi
was greater. Perumal decided to resolve this issue by setting
the two Goddesses on the two sides of a Balance or Scale. The
pan holding Bhoomidevi is said to have gone down while that
holding Lakshmidevi went up. Thus, the weighty problem was
resolved; but not to the satisfaction of Goddess Mahalakshmi
who got annoyed. She therefore left Vaikuntam, went to Palasa
vanam, to Indra Kshetram and did severe penance in order to
prove her supremacy. In course of time, God appeared before
her and pleased with her prayer is said to have convinced Her
saying that as He is having TAVghmi Thayar on His chest aH
the time. She is superior to BhoodevL